


CIO&LEADER STUDIOTALKS— 
WHERE TECHNOLOGY MEETS THE SPOTLIGHT!

CIO&Leader proudly presents StudioTalks—a premium platform where India’s 
most influential CIOs and CTOs take center stage. Captured with high-

production aesthetics, sleek visuals, and dynamic backdrops, StudioTalks 
transforms leadership insights into an engaging cinematic experience, and 

brings India’s most influential CIOs and CTOs into the spotlight.
This exclusive series explores visionary leadership, emerging technologies, and 
strategic transformation—all presented in a format that blends deep insights 

with the visual polish of a professional studio production.

WHY JOIN STUDIOTALKS?

Be the voice of transformation. Be part of CIO&Leader StudioTalks.

SECURE YOUR SPOT NOW!

Follow us: @CIOandLeader

Engage in powerful 
conversations that 
shape the future of 

enterprise IT.

Share your 
expertise in a 
high-impact,  

TV-style format.

Be featured 
among India’s 
top technology 

leaders.

For more information
Jatinder Singh 

Executive Editor - Enterprise Tech 
jatinder.singh@9dot9.in, +919718154231

For Business Proposal
Hafeez Shaikh 

National Sales Head, B2B Tech,  
hafeez.shaikh@9dot9.in, +91 9833103611



EDITORIAL 

1September 2025  CISO Forum

AGENTIC AI is poised to rewrite the rules of cybersecurity, making 
defenders both more powerful and, paradoxically, more vulner-
able than ever before. Unlike traditional machine learning, agentic 
AI systems can act autonomously: they detect, interpret, and 
respond to threats in real time without waiting for human approval. 
This self-direction delivers unprecedented speed and operational 
scale, reducing attacker dwell time and alert fatigue while freeing 
security teams for strategic work.

Yet autonomy brings a cascade of complex risks. Data poison-
ing has emerged as a front-line threat—attackers subtly corrupt 
training data to mislead AI models, subvert detection algorithms, 
or trigger false positives. When agentic AI trusts compromised 
inputs, organizations lose visibility and face decision-making chaos 
at machine speed. Simultaneously, sophisticated adversaries are 
deploying their own AI agents for ultra-targeted, high-velocity 
attacks. The cybersecurity battlefield is evolving into a contest 
between competing intelligent systems.

Navigating this landscape demands more than technical inge-
nuity—it requires regulatory foresight and ethical clarity. Emerging 
Indian and global compliance mandates around explainable AI, lia-
bility for autonomous actions, and routine audits of AI-driven deci-
sions are already reshaping boardroom conversations. CISOs must 
implement transparent governance frameworks for AI autonomy, 
ensuring risk alignment, and maintain the ability to stop, question, 
or override agentic actions when logic falters or stakes escalate.

The challenge for CISOs is clear—harness agentic AI's remark-
able strengths while controlling autonomy with rigorous over-
sight    and a compliance-first mindset. The organizations that will 
succeed in the volatile cyber security frontier will be those that   
embed trust, explainability, and human judgment at the core of 
their AI strategy.  

Agentic AI: 
Defenders or 
Double Agents?

"The challenge for 
CISOs is clear— 
harness agentic AI's 
remarkable strengths 
while controlling 
autonomy with 
rigorous oversight 
and a compliance-
first mindset."

R. Giridhar 
Group Editor, B2B Tech
r.giridhar@9dot9.in



































































The Strategic CISO – Leading in the Age of AI
21–22 November 2025

The Dukes Retreat, Khandala, Maharashtra
In today’s enterprises, the CISO are the guardian on trust, resilience, and business continuity. 
At the CISO Forum Conference & Awards 2025, 70+ India’s top CISOs & security leaders across 

verticals will come together to exchange insights, strategies, and experiences that are 
shaping the future of enterprise security at the serene beauty of Alibaug.

Keynotes I Panel Discussions I Ideas Café  
Roundtables I Case-Study Workshops I Cook-a-thon 

NextCISO Awards

Celebrity Speakers @17th edition

Keynote address by 
David J. Gee 

Board Risk Advisor, 
Chairman, Leadership 
Collective Australia.

Cook-a-thon with 
Sashi Cheliah 

(Winner Master Chef 
Australia, season 10)

Fireside chat with 
eminent cricketer,

Sanjay Manjrekar

Entertainment 
evening with �

Dr. Sanket Bhosale & 
Sugandha Mishra
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